
  

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 
CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 a. May 19, 2025 

3. Old Business 
 a. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 208 Washington Ave – PIDN: 

60137516.000 – Gaston Bordis – Approval to demolish existing house.  
 b. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 504 Jackson Ave – PIDN: 

60137236.000 – Marques Thomas - St Alphonsus Church – Approval to build a 
detached restroom. 

4. New Business 
 a. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 1211 Sunset Ave - PIDN: 

60119025.010 - James & Anne Watson - Approval to add a roof and screen in 
the existing backyard deck. 

 b. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 525 Porter Ave - PIDN: 
60225030.100 - Josh & Paige Hertel -  Approval to add a 5 ft black aluminum 
and 5 ft black metal chain link fence in the backyard.  

 c. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 502 Jackson Ave - PIDN: 
60137198.000 - Starks Contracting Co, Inc; St. Alphonsus Church - Approval to 
demolish and construct a new church covered entry, construct a new adoration 
chapel/sacristy, construct a new maintenance & storage building, renovate 
existing courtyard, construct new restroom addition, renovating existing 
adoration chapel space into extension of sacristy, enclosed addition at 
school/cafeteria, and construct a new cry room extension. 

 d. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 1410 Bowen Ave - PIDN: 
60137130.000 - Jill & Cole Little - Approval to build three additions onto existing 
house, screen in existing back porch, and create new driveway. 

5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 
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7. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Special Call Meeting: Monday, May 19, 2025 
 
1. Call meeting to order.  

 
The Chairman Bonnie Munro, called the special call meeting to order on Monday, May 19, 2025, 
at 5:00 pm. Commission members present were Charles Fowler, Kathy Stafford, Michael Burns, 
Bonnie Munro, Owen White and Karen Chewing. Absent was Micheal Doster.  Staff present were 
Wade Morgan, Interim Community Development Director and Elizabeth Dill, Planner. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes. 
 
A motion was made by Kathy Stafford and recommended by Owen White to accept February 6, 
2025, minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. Old Business – None 

 
4. New Business 

 
a. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 306 Washington Ave – PIDN: 

60137522.000 – Micheal McRaney – Approval for a secondary living unit on an 
existing slab. 

A motion was made by Karen Chewning, second by Charles Fowler to recommend 
Approval.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

b. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 208 Washington Ave – PIDN: 
60137516.000 – Gaston Bordis – Approval to demolish existing house. 

 
A motion was made by Michael Burns, second by Owen White, to recommend to Table 
the application due to needing more information.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

c. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 504 Jackson Ave – PIDN: 
60137236.000 – Marques Thomas (applicant); St Alphonsus Church – 
Approval to build a detached restroom. 

 
A motion was made by Charles Fowler, second by Karen Chewning to recommend to table the 
application until someone can be present to present the application.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

d. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 515 Rayburn Ave – PIDN: 60137596.000 
– Harley Klein – Approval to demo and replace the existing awning, repair and replace 
the porch screen and framing, repair any damaged trim and siding. 
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A motion was made by Charles Fowler, second by Michael Burns to recommend Approval.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

e. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 110 Shearwater Dr – PIDN: 
60130590.070 – Frances White – Approval to replace existing 4 foot white fence with 
a 4 foot vinyl white fence. 

 
Owen White recused himself. 
A motion was made by Michael Burns, second by Karen Chewning to recommend Approval.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Owen White returned.  
 
5. General Public Comment – None  

6. Commissionner Forum – None 

7. Adjourn 
 
A motion was made by Bonnie Monroe, second by Owen White to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion was carried unanimously.   
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Planning Administrator 

Re: Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 1211 Sunset Ave - PIDN: 
60119025.010 - James & Anne Watson - Approval to add a roof and screen in the 
existing backyard deck. 

Section: New Business 

Meeting Date: June 16, 2025 

 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) considered the request described above at its regular 
meeting on Monday June 16, 2025.  
  
The specific proposal is for the approval of a  to add a roof and screen in the existing backyard deck.. 
There were no comments during the public hearing. 
  
 Documentation related to the application is attached.  
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800  
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 

MEETING DATE: June 16, 2025 
  June 5, 2025 – No Quorum 
   
APPLICANT: Starks Contracting Co, Inc. 
 
CURRENT OWNER: St. Alphonsus Church 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness to: 

1. demolish and construct a new church covered entry 
2. construct a new adoration chapel/sacristy 
3. construct a new maintenance & storage building 
4. renovate existing courtyard 
5. construct new restroom addition 
6. renovating existing adoration chapel space into extension of sacristy 
7. enclosed addition at school/cafeteria 
8. construct a new cry room extension 

 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  March 14, 2025 
 
LOCATION: 502 Jackson Ave 
  Old Ocean Springs Historic District 
 
PARCLE NUMBER:  60137198.000 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST:  
The applicant proposes to demolish and reconstruct a new church covered entry way and to 
construct new additions including an adoration chapel/sacristy building; construct new 
maintenance & storage building; renovate existing courtyard; construct new restroom 
additions; enclosed addition at school/cafeteria, and cry room extension.  
 
ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   
Subject Property: R-1 Low Density Single Family/Church – School 
 
North: R-1 Low Density Single Family   
South: R-1 Low Density Single Family 
East:    R-1 Low Density Single Family 
West:  R-1 Low Density Single Family 
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MS DEPT. OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY RESOURCES INVENTORY: 

• BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 1-story, frame, Modern front-gabled church with a lower front 
gable ell and a flat roof vestibule projecting from the main (west) façade. The left and 
right (north and south) facades are punctuated by two sets of cross-gabled entrance 
transepts. The rear (east) has a gabled apse and a flat roofed ambulatory. Windows are 
single-light aluminum fixed. transepts. The rear (east) has a gabled apse and a flat 
roofed ambulatory. Windows are single-light aluminum fixed. Distinctive features 
include stained glass windows, brick screening with cross motif, and a narrow gabled 
bell tower 
with a hexagonal steeple. The church has a concrete slab foundation, brick veneer, and 
an asphalt shingle roof. 

• HISTORIC INFORMATION: St. Alphonsus Catholic Church has been a part of the Ocean 
Springs religious life since 1859 when its first church was constructed on Porter Avenue 
where City Hall now stands. The first church was sold in 1873 and the proceeds were 
used for construction of a new church at 502 Jackson Avenue in 1882. The second 
chapel stood in its original location on this lot until 1960 when it was moved to make 
way for the construction of the current chapel. The second chapel remained on site and 
was used as the parish hall until it was demolished in 1972. 

FINDINGS: 
• The application is wanting to demolish the existing covered entry way and reconstruct a 

new covered entry way.   

• Other additions include: 

 New adoration chapel/sacristy  

 New maintenance & storage building 

 Renovate the existing courtyard 

 New restroom 

 Enclosed addition at school/cafeteria 

 Extension of the cry room 
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• All new additions will match the aesthetics of the existing structure by matching the 
existing slope of the roof and the current colors scheme. Materials that will be used are: 

 Brick 

 Painted concrete and stucco 

 Shingle roof 

 Copper flashings 

 Massing 

• Church, government, and bank buildings are types of civic and institutional facilities 
found within historic districts. These types of properties are typically freestanding with 
surrounding open space. As gathering places for the public, these properties are 
important sites within historic areas. Original design focused upon both site and design 
in scale with the surrounding context. Even more so than residential properties, the 
majority of these buildings reflect and exhibit specific architectural styles. 

• New construction in historic neighborhoods should respect the scale existing buildings 
in the district. New buildings should reference existing structures for height and width. 

• New buildings should replicate the foundation and story heights of adjacent and nearby 
historic properties. 

• New buildings should reference the roof shape, pitch, and height of adjacent and nearby 
historic buildings. 

• New buildings should draw upon the shape and composition of the main bodies of 
adjacent and nearby historic buildings for guidance. 

• Old Ocean Springs Historic District: 

 The Old Ocean Springs Historic District is comprised of several residential blocks 
situated to the south and west of the city's central business district. This district 
is unique because of its history of mixed use (residential, commercial, 
professional, etc.) particularly along Jackson and Washington avenues. The area 
reveals an abundance of high style architecture both well suited and adapted to 
the Gulf Coast climate and indicative of the continuous development of Ocean 
Springs as a resort community. 

 The district, a large concentration of primarily street-oriented properties, is 
significant for its diversity of architectural styles, local stylistic adaptations, and 
variety of building forms. Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Craftsman stylistic 
interpretations predominate upon Creole cottages, Planter's cottages, shotgun 
houses, and bungalow forms. Climatic influences are reflected by both the 
scarcity of chimneys and the plethora of porches. The area also encompasses 
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churches and community buildings, as well as numerous residences rehabilitated 
for modern non-residential uses. 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK: 
None received as of May 30, 2025. 
 
POTENTIAL MOTION:  
To recommend approval of a COA for the demolition and new construction described in the 
application and plans for 502 Jackson Ave.  

-OR- 
To recommend denial of a COA for the demolition and new construction described in the 
application and plans for 502 Jackson Ave.  

Page 75 of 117



Page 76 of 117



Page 77 of 117



Page 78 of 117



Page 79 of 117



Page 80 of 117



Page 81 of 117



Page 82 of 117



Page 83 of 117



Page 84 of 117



Page 85 of 117



Page 86 of 117



Page 87 of 117



Page 88 of 117



Page 89 of 117



Page 90 of 117



Page 91 of 117



Page 92 of 117



Page 93 of 117



Page 94 of 117



Page 95 of 117



   
 Page 1 of 3  

CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800  
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 

MEETING DATE: June 16, 2025 
   
APPLICANT: Jill & Cole Little 
 
CURRENT OWNER: Jill & Cole Little 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness to build three (3) additions to 

the existing house, screen in the existing back porch, and construct a 
new driveway.  

 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  May 6, 2025 
 
LOCATION: 1410 Bowen Ave 
  Bowen Ave. Historic District 
 
PARCEL NUMBER: 60119025.010 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST:  
The applicant is proposing to build three (3) additions to the existing house,  screen in the 
existing back porch, and construct a new gravel driveway. 
 
ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   
Subject Property: R-2 Low-Medium Density  
 
North: R-2 Low-Medium Density 
South: R-2 Low-Medium Density 
East:    R-2 Low-Medium Density 
West:  R-2 Low-Medium Density 
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MS DEPT. OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY RESOURCES INVENTORY: 
• BRIEF DESCRIPTION: One-story, frame, two-bay-wide (w-d) front-gabled Folk Victorian 

L-galleried Shotgun house with a wraparound porch and a side-gable wing (set back 
right). The hipped-roof and inset porch wraps around the right (west) side. It is 
supported by chamfered columns and has a picketed balustrade. Windows are 6/6 and 
3/2 wooden-double-hung sash and one-light casement. Decorative features included 
hexagonal shingles in gable, and brackets. The house has a brick pier foundation, 
clapboard siding, and a pressed metal roof. A gable addition with a shed-roof porch was 
added in the rear (south). 

FINDINGS: 
• The applicant proposed to use the following materials to match the existing house: 

 Wood wall base 

 Building wrap-system on wood sheathing 

 2x4 framing system, fill void with batt insulation with ½ thick moisture resistant 
sheet rock at exposed areas 

 Galvanized metal roof 

 White paint 

• Site Plan:  

 Orange – additions 

 Blue – existing porch will be screened in 

 New driveway is proposed on the east side of the parcel. 

• According to Ocean Springs Historic District Design Guidelines when making additions to 
historic structures, it is imperative that the changes respect the integrity of both original 
building and the district.  

 Additions should always maintain the scale and proportions of the original 
building and not overwhelm the original building. 

 Additions should not obscure the form, orientation, or symmetry (or asymmetry) 
of the original building. 

 Additions should use materials and components compatible with the original 
building — similar siding, roofing, and windows. 

 Ornamentation of new additions should not exceed the degree of 
ornamentation on the original structure. If ornamentation from the main 
building is to be repeated on the additions, consider using an abstracted form of 
the original ornamentation. 
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 Additions should be designed in a fashion that is reversible if the addition is ever 
removed. Loss of historic materials —walls, windows, and doors— should be 
kept to a minimum. 

 Additions should be constructed in a manner that does not create a false sense 
of history and should be easily discernible from the core historic structure. That 
is, an addition should not be built to appear as though it were an original 
component of the building. 

• Bowen Ave. Historic District: 

 The Bowen Avenue Historic District encompasses a linear area of three blocks of 
Bowen Avenue, which runs east-west between Ward and Washington avenues. 
The district is composed of the frontage properties along Bowen Avenue 
between General Pershing and Bellande avenues.* As a middle-class 
development, these street-oriented dwellings reveal the diversity of influences 
within a prestigious resort community. 

 Initially developed from 1890 to 1930, the neighborhood grew slightly northeast 
of the Old Ocean Springs area. Citizens of more moderate means built this 
residential area as evidenced by the uniformity and modesty of both scale and 
detailing. 

 The district is significant for its cohesive collection of residential architecture. 
Oriented to the street, the dwellings are either vernacular or have few stylistic 
details, with high style architecture being the exception rather than the rule. 
Even so, the district displays examples of Victorian Italianate, Creole Cottages, 
Bungalows, Victorian Shotguns, and Queen Anne Cottages. The residences of this 
street, which remains narrow and tree shaded, are isolated from through traffic 
and newer areas of development. 

 
PUBLIC FEEDBACK: 
None received as of May 30, 2025. 
 
POTENTIAL MOTION:  
To recommend approval of a COA to construct additions to the existing house, screen in 
existing back porch, and create a new driveway at 1410 Bowen Ave.  

-OR- 
To recommend denial of a COA to construct additions to existing house, screen in existing back 
porch, and create a new driveway at 1410 Bowen Ave. 
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