
 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
THURSDAY, JULY 3, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 a. June 16, 2025  

3. Old Business 
 a. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 208 Washington Ave – PIDN: 

60137516.000 – Gaston Bordis – Approval to demolish existing house. 

4. New Business 
 a. None  

5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 

7. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs
Historic Preservation Commission

Special Call Meeting: Monday, June 16, 2025

1. Call meeting to order. 

The Chairman Bonnie Munro, called the special call meeting to order on Monday, May 19, 2025, 
at 5:00 pm. Commission members present were Charles Fowler, Kathy Stafford, Michael Burns, 
Bonnie Munro, Owen White and Karen Chewing. Absent was Micheal Doster.  Staff present were 
Wade Morgan, Interim Community Development Director and Hannah Sullivan, Planning 
Administrator.

2. Approval of Minutes.

A motion was made by Michael Burns and recommended by Owen White to accept May 19, 2025, 
minutes. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Old Business

a. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 208 Washington Ave – PIDN: 
60137516.000 – Gaston Bordis – Approval to demolish existing house.

A motion was made by Charles Fowler, second by Karen Chewning to recommend Denial. The 
motion passed unanimously.

b. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 504 Jackson Ave – PIDN: 
60137236.000 – Marques Thomas - St Alphonsus Church – Approval to build a 
detached restroom.

A motion was made by Karen Chewning, second by Owen White to recommend Approval. The 
motion passed unanimously.

4. New Business

a. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 1211 Sunset Ave - PIDN: 
60119025.010 - James & Anne Watson - Approval to add a roof and screen in 
the existing backyard deck.

A motion was made by Charles Fowler, second by Karen Chewning to recommend 
Approval.  The motion passed unanimously.

b. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 525 Porter Ave - PIDN: 
60225030.100 - Josh & Paige Hertel - Approval to add a 5 ft black aluminum 
and 5 ft black metal chain link fence in the backyard..

A motion was made by Michael Burns, second by Karen Chewning, to recommend 
Approval.  The motion passed unanimously.
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c. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness - 502 Jackson Ave - PIDN: 
60137198.000 - Starks Contracting Co, Inc; St. Alphonsus Church - Approval 
to demolish and construct a new church covered entry, construct a new 
adoration chapel/sacristy, construct a new maintenance & storage building, 
renovate existing courtyard, construct new restroom addition, renovating 
existing adoration chapel space into extension of sacristy, enclosed addition at 
school/cafeteria, and construct a new cry room extension.

A motion was made by Michael Burns, second by Charles Fowler to recommend Approval.  The 
motion passed unanimously.

d. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness – 1410 Bowen Ave – PIDN: 60137130.000 
– Jill & Cole Little – Approval to build three additions onto existing house, screen in 
existing back porch, and create a new driveway. 

A motion was made by Karen Chewning, second by Owen White to recommend Approval.  The 
motion passed unanimously.

5. General Public Comment – None 

6. Commissionner Forum – None

7. Adjourn

A motion was made by Michael Burns, second by Owen White to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion was carried unanimously.  
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800  
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 

MEETING DATE: July 3, 2025 
 June 17, 2025 – Board of Aldermen (Appeal HPC recommendation;  
  Board of Aldermen referred the request back to HPC)) 

  June 16, 2025 (HPC Special Call Meeting; HPC recommended denial) 
  June 5, 2025- No Quorum at regular HPC meeting 
  May 19, 2025 (Special Call Meeting): First presented 
   
APPLICANT: Gaston Bordis 
 
CURRENT OWNER: Gaston Bordis 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish the existing 

house.  
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  April 4, 2025 
 
LOCATION: 208 Washington Ave 
  Old Ocean Springs Historic District 
 
PARCEL NUMBER:  60137516.000  
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST: 
The applicant proposes to demolish the existing house due to extensive termite damage, also 
excessive moisture and mold.   

• May 19, 2025: The request was deferred.  The HPC needed more analysis of the house’s 
structural condition.  

• June 16, 2025: The request was denied.  

• June 17, 2025: The applicant appealed the decision of the HPC on June 16th meeting and was 
presented at the BOA meeting.  BOA sent application back to HPC.   

ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   
Subject Property: R-1 Low Density Single Family/single-family dwelling 
 
North: R-1 Low Density Single Family 
South: R-1 Low Density Single Family 
East:    R-1 Low Density Single Family 
West:  R-1 Low Density Single Family 
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MS DEPT. OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY RESOURCES INVENTORY: 

• BRIEF DESCRIPTION:  
1.5-story, frame, 3-bay-wide (ww-d-ww) Craftsman gable-front Bungalow with a partial 
gable porch supported by tapered columns on masonry pedestals. The entry is offset 
left (north) and is a multi-light wood door. Windows are wood 1/1, 3/1 d-h-s in singles 
and pairs, sometimes with working and faux shutters. Other windows are wood 10-light 
casement. Features are shed dormers, knee braces, exposed rafter tails, gable windows, 
and a masonry chimney on the eave wall. It has brick piers, clapboards, and an asphalt 
shingle roof. A gable-roof addition is appended to the rear left (northeast) corner. The 
shed dormers were added post-1944. 

• HISTORICE INFORMATION:  
The McEvoy-McClure house was probably erected in 1900 by Harry P. Dunn, who 
acquired the property from Joseph Kotzum for $800. The Dunn family lived at 208 
Washington until 1911, when Robertson Palmer, a corporate lawyer and native of 
Illinois, purchased it for $1400. Mr. Palmer sold it to Cypreien A. Montet and Dudley J. 
McEvoy in 1912 for $2000. The McClures acquired 208 Washington in 1915. They are 
credited with remodeling it. The house stayed in possession of the McClure family until 
1946. McClure was the post master and a bank cashier. 

FINDINGS: 
• National Register Status: Contributing  

 Ocean Springs Historic District Design Guidelines; Page 64 

o Contributing buildings: These buildings are essential to the district’s sense 
of place and sustain the architectural and historic significance of the 
district.  

• The Unified Development Code (UDC) Section 2.29.6.D.4; Page 90 

 Demolition. In considering an application for the demolition of a landmark or a 
resource within an historic district, the following shall be considered: 

o The individual historical or architectural significance of the resource. 
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o The importance or contribution of the resource to the aesthetics of the 
district. 

o The difficulty or impossibility of reproducing such a resource because of 
its texture, design, material or detail. 

o The proposed replacement structure and the future utilization of the site. 

• The applicant has provided the following information to support his request: 

 Insurance was denied by at least 7 companies due to the condition of the house. 

 Mississippi Official Wood Destroying Inspection Report: See attachments 

 The existing home has excessive moisture and mold and is a health hazard. 

• The applicant does plan to rebuild a single-family dwelling on the property if the 
demolition request is granted.  

• Old Ocean Springs Historic District: 

 The Old Ocean Springs Historic District is comprised of several residential blocks 
situated to the south and west of the city's central business district. This district 
is unique because of its history of mixed use (residential, commercial, 
professional, etc.) particularly along Jackson and Washington avenues. The area 
reveals an abundance of high style architecture both well suited and adapted to 
the Gulf Coast climate and indicative of the continuous development of Ocean 
Springs as a resort community. 

 The district, a large concentration of primarily street-oriented properties, is 
significant for its diversity of architectural styles, local stylistic adaptations, and 
variety of building forms. Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Craftsman stylistic 
interpretations predominate upon Creole cottages, Planter's cottages, shotgun 
houses, and bungalow forms. Climatic influences are reflected by both the 
scarcity of chimneys and the plethora of porches. The area also encompasses 
churches and community buildings, as well as numerous residences rehabilitated 
for modern non-residential uses. 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK:  
None received as of June 27, 2025. 
 
POTENTIAL MOTION:  
To recommend approval of a COA to demolish the existing house located at 208 Washington 
Ave. due to extensive termite damage and excessive moisture and mold. 
                                                                           – OR – 
To recommend denial of a COA to demolish the existing house located at 208 Washington Ave. 
due to extensive termite damage and excessive moisture and mold. 
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