
 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 a. March 12, 2026 

3. Old Business 
 a. WITHDRAWN: 315 Front Beach Drive - PIDN: 61260003.000 - Edward 

Aldridge - Requesting Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 1 ½’ 
– 2’ tall brick wall at the driveway entrance 

4. New Business 
 a. 921 Ocean Ave & 309 Washington Ave – PIDN: 60137394.000 & 60137392.000 

– First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs – Request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) to remove the existing fence and construct a 4’ tall 
white vinyl picket fence in the same exact location as the existing fence 

5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 

7. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday, March 12, 2026 
 
1. Call meeting to order 

 
Chairman Bonnie Munro called the meeting to order on Thursday, March 12, 2026, at 
6:00 p.m. Commission members present were Kathy Stafford, Owen White, Karen 
Chewning, and Robert Brown.  Absent, Susan Wooten and Charles Fowler.  Also, 
present were Amanda Crose - Planning Director, Elizabeth Dill - Planning Technician, 
and Rae Williams – Planning Office Administrator.   

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

a. February 12, 2026 
 
A motion was made by Owen White, seconded by Kathy Stafford to accept February 12, 
2026, meeting minutes. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
3. Old Business 

 
a. None 

 
4. New Business 

 
a. 315 Front Beach Drive - PIDN: 61260003.000 - Edward Aldridge - 

Requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 1 ½’ – 2’ 
tall brick wall at the driveway entrance  

Chairman Munro called for a representative for the application, but no one was in 
attendance.  

A motion was made Kathy Stafford, seconded by Owen White, to move Item 4a to the 
end of the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

b. 1211 Bowen Ave - PIDN: 60137096.000 - Patrick Mason Gray - Requesting 
a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 12' x 35' gravel 
driveway connecting to the existing walkway and to paint the exterior 
brick house with an off-white masonry limewash 

Amanda Crose, Planning Director, introduced the request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 12’ x 35’ gravel driveway located on the front west 
side of the property connecting to the existing walkway.  Also, to paint the exterior brick 
house with an off-white masonry limewash with three potential color options including 
Avorio White, Bianco White, and Cristallo White.  

The National Register lists this house as non-contributing.  The driveway will be 
constructed out of small gravel consistent with the neighboring driveways.  

The applicant, Partick Mason Gray, was present to represent and answered questions 
from the commissioners.   

Page 2 of 22



 

A motion was made by Karen Chewning, seconded by Robert Brown, to recommend 
approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 12’ x 35’ gravel 
driveway connecting to the existing walkway and to paint the exterior brick house an off-
white masonry limewash with three potential color options including Avorio White, Bianco 
White, and Cristallo White.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

c. 525 Jackson Ave - PIDN: 60137098.000 – Haley Martin – Request for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to removed and replace the existing 
limestone driveway with a combination of concrete and brick pavers, and 
remove and replace the existing concrete walkway with brick pavers 

Amanda Crose, Planning Director, introduced the request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) to remove and replace the existing limestone driveway with a 
combination of concrete and brick pavers, and remove and replace the existing concrete 
walkway with brick pavers. The National Register lists this house as contributing.  

A representative was present to represent the case; however, no questions were asked 
by the commissioners.    

A motion was made by Owen White, seconded by Karen Chewning, to recommend 
approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to remove and replace the existing 
limestone driveway with a combination of concrete and brick pavers, and remove and 
replace the existing concrete walkway with brick pavers.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  

 

d. 1217 Sunset Ave – PIDN: 60119030.110 – Jeremy & Melissa Holland – 
Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 6' x 53' 
elevated platform along the southwest side of the residence, connecting 
the existing front and rear porches, install a 4' black fence along the 
southwest side property line and bulkhead, and extend the existing 
garage toward the rear of the property by 16' 

Amanda Crose, Planning Director, introduced the request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 6' x 53' elevated platform along the southwest side 
of the residence, connecting the existing front and rear porches with like finishes, install a 
4' black fence along the southwest side property line and bulkhead, and extend the 
existing garage toward the rear of the property by 16'.   

After recommendation from The Zoning and Adjustment Board, the Board of Aldermen 
(BOA) granted a variance reducing the southwest side setback requirement from 10 feet 
to 6 feet to allow construction of the porch. 

The applicant, Jeremy Holland, was present to represent his case and answer questions 
from the commissioners.  

A motion was made by Kathy Stafford, seconded by Karen Chewning, to approve a 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 6' x 53' elevated platform along the 
southwest side of the residence, connecting the existing front and rear porches with like 
finishes, install a 4' black fence along the southwest side property line and bulkhead, 
and extend the existing garage toward the rear of the property by 16’ with like finishes 
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for 1217 Sunset Ave.  The motion was carried unanimously.  

 

a. 315 Front Beach Drive - PIDN: 61260003.000 - Edward Aldridge - 
Requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 1 ½’ – 2’ 
tall brick wall at the driveway entrance 

Chairman Munro returned to Agenda Item 4a and asked if the applicant, Mr. Aldridge 
was in attendance.  Due to not having a representative present, a motion was made by 
Owen White, seconded by Kathy Stafford to table until next month’s meeting. The 
motion carried unanimously.  

5. Audience Request  
a. None 

6. Administrative  

a. None 

7. Adjourn 
 
A motion was made by Owen White, seconded by Karen Chewning, to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
The meeting ended at 6:09 p.m. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  April 16, 2026   

APPLICANT:   Greg Worch / First Presbyterian Church    

OWNER:   First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs, LLC    

REQUESTED ACTION:  Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

DATE OF APPLICATION: February 13, 2026  

LOCATION: 921 Ocean Ave & 309 Washington Ave – Ward 2 
Old Ocean Springs Historic District    

PARCEL NUMBERS:  60137394.000 (921 Ocean Ave) 
    60137392.000  (309 Washington Ave) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                                 Figure 1. Historic Preservation Commission Signage  
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I. REQUEST SUMMARY: 
The applicant, Greg Worch, is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) to replace the existing 4’ tall white wood picket fence with a 4’ tall white vinyl 
picket fence in the same location. 
 

   
Figure 2. Existing 4’ tall white wood picket fence 

 

 
Figure 3. Proposed 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence 
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Figure 4. Fence Site Plan 

II. ZONING & LAND USE:  
The subject property is zoned R-1, Low Density Single-Family Residential – Church 
 

                
Figure 5. Subject Property and Adjacent Zoning District            Figure 6. Old Ocean Springs Historic District 
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III. OLD OCEAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
The Old Ocean Springs Historic District, located south and west of the city’s central 
business district, is notable for its history of mixed use, particularly along Jackson and 
Washington avenues, combining residential, commercial, and professional functions. The 
district features a rich collection of high-style architecture adapted to the Gulf Coast 
climate, reflecting Ocean Springs’ development as a resort community. It includes a 
dense concentration of street-oriented properties showcasing a diversity of architectural 
styles, local adaptations, and building forms, with Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and 
Craftsman styles predominating on Creole cottages, Planter’s cottages, shotgun houses, 
and bungalows. Climatic influences are evident in the limited number of chimneys and 
abundant porches. The district also contains churches, community buildings, and 
numerous residences adapted for modern non-residential uses. 
 
 

IV. OCEAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
Fences: Traditionally, fences and walls served several purposes ranging from marking 
boundaries, keeping animals in or out, and stopping erosion.  Picket fences are the most 
common fence type within Ocean Springs’ historic districts, with some examples of 
wrought iron fencing and masonry retaining walls. Historically, fence purposes have 
remained largely consistent, with the primary contemporary exception being privacy. 
New fences should closely reflect established district precedents; front yard fences 
should not exceed four feet in height and should feature open, non-solid designs, while 
backyard privacy fences are acceptable. 
 

V. FINDINGS: 
• NR Status: Contributing - Contributing buildings are essential to the district’s sense of 

place and help maintain the architectural and historic significance of the district. 

• The proposed fence will be installed in the same location as the existing fence, will 

be constructed of vinyl rather than wood, and will not exceed four feet in height.  

 
VI. PUBLIC NOTICES: 

• Historic Preservation Commission yard sign was posted on property on March 30, 
2026. 

• Notifications were mailed to adjacent property owners within a 500-foot radius on 
March 30, 2026. 
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VII. PUBLIC FEEDBACK 
None received as of April 10, 2026 
 

VIII. POTENTIAL MOTION 
A motion to recommend approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the 
existing 4’ tall white wood picket fence with a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence in the same 
location. 
  

-OR- 
 
A motion to recommend denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the 
existing 4’ tall white wood picket fence with a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence in the same 
location. 
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This notice is being mailed to you as the owner of property near the project described below.  
Copies are sent via standard mail at the cost of the applicant. 

 
 
 

City of Ocean Springs  
Planning Department  

P.O. Box 1800 
 Ocean Springs, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Ocean Springs  
Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public meeting in the regular  

meeting place of the Board of Aldermen located in City Hall at: 
 

 1018 Porter Avenue  
Ocean Springs, MS, 39564 

 

Thursday, April 16, 2026 @ 6:00 PM 
 

Regarding the following: 
  

921 Ocean Ave PIDN: 60137394.000 & 309 Washington Ave – PIDN: 60137392.000 – First 
Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs – Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) to replace the existing 4’ tall white wood picket fence with a 4’ tall white vinyl 
picket fence in the same location 

 
Written comments related to the above request will be accepted and may be mailed to the City of 

Ocean Springs Planning Department, Post Office Box 1800, Ocean Springs, MS  39566-1800 or 
emailed to acrose@oceansprings-ms.gov , edill@oceanpsrings-ms.gov,  or 

rwilliams@oceansprings-ms.gov 
 

All parties of interest shall have an opportunity to be heard at the public meeting. 
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