
 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS - HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 a. April 16, 2026 

3. Old Business 

4. New Business 
 a. 110A Shearwater - PIDN: 60130590.072 - Owen White - Request for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct an 18’ diameter, round sitting 
area with gravel, grey pave stones, and grey stone border as shown in the site 
plan along with a 4’ x 24’ pathway leading to existing driveway 

 b. 915 & 921 Ocean Ave – PIDN: 60137400.100, 60137450.060, & 60137394.000 
– First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs – Requesting approval of a 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 4’ tall white vinyl picket 
fence on 3 sides of an existing sport court 

 c. 1217 Sunset Ave - PIDN: 60119030.110 - Jeremy & Melissa Holland - Request 
for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to install a gunite swimming pool with 
hot tub, 6’ wide concrete walkway connecting the pool with the existing pier, fire 
pit in the backyard with landscaping, trim 3 trees in the front yard, remove one 
tree on the side of the property, and widen the existing driveway 8’ the length of 
the driveway using concrete to match existing 

5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 

7. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Thursday, April 16, 2026 

 
1. Call meeting to order 

 
Vice Chairman Owen White called the meeting to order on Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 6:00 
p.m. Commission members present were Susan Wooten, Kathy Stafford, Charles Fowler, 
Karen Chewning, and Robert Brown.  Absent, Bonnie Munro.  Also, present were Amanda 
Crose - Planning Director, Elizabeth Dill - Planning Technician, and Rae Williams – Planning 
Office Administrator.   

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

a. March 12, 2026 
 
A motion was made by Charles Fowler, seconded by Susan Wooten to approve March 12, 
2026, meeting minutes. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
3. Old Business 

 
a. WITHDRAWN: 315 Front Beach Drive - PIDN: 61260003.000 - Edward 

Aldridge - Requesting Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 1 
½’ – 2’ tall brick wall at the driveway entrance 
 

4. New Business 
 

a. 921 Ocean Ave & 309 Washington Ave – PIDN: 60137394.000 & 60137392.000 
– First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs – Request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) to remove the existing fence and construct a 4’ tall 
white vinyl picket fence in the same exact location as the existing fence 

Greg Worch, Executive Director for First Presbyterian Church, was present to represent and 
answer questions from the commissioners.  

A motion was made by Karen Chewning, seconded by Kathy Stafford, to recommend 
approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the existing 4’ tall white wood picket 
fence with a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence in the same location.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

5. Audience Request  
a. None 

6. Administrative  

a. None 

7. Adjourn 
 
A motion was made by Karen Chewning, seconded by Kathy Stafford, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried unanimously.  
 
The meeting ended at 6:03 p.m. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  May 14, 2026 

APPLICANT/OWNER:  Owen White    

REQUESTED ACTION:  Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

DATE OF APPLICATION: April 4, 2026 

LOCATION:   110A Shearwater Drive – Ward 2 
                                                     Shearwater Historic District 

PARCEL NUMBER:   60130590.072 

 

 
Figure 1. Historic Preservation Commission Signage 
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I. REQUEST SUMMARY: 
The applicant, Owen White, is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) to construct an 18’ diameter, round sitting area with gravel, grey pave stones, and 
grey stone border as shown in the site plan along with a 4’ x 24’ pathway leading to 
existing driveway 

 
Figure 2. Site plan and Material 

 

II. ZONING/LAND USE: 
The subject property is zoned R-1, Low-Density Single-Family – single-family dwelling 
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Figure 3. Subject Property and Adjacent Zoning Districts 

 

 
Figure 4. Shearwater Historic District 

 

III. SHEARWATER HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
The Shearwater Historic District is a scenic waterfront area characterized by bluffs 
overlooking the Mississippi Sound, dense vegetation, and homes set along long private 
drives. The district reflects a range of architectural styles—including Southern 
farmhouse, Bungalow, French Provincial, and Colonial Revival—illustrating its gradual 
development while maintaining a strong relationship with the natural landscape. 
 
The district is also historically significant as the home of Shearwater Pottery, widely 
recognized through the work of artist Walter Inglis Anderson and his brother, Peter 
Anderson. Unlike more urban historic districts, Shearwater’s character is defined as 
much by its natural setting as by its architecture. 
 

IV. OCEAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
Recreation & Mechanical: Modern recreation and mechanical features should not be 
visible from the public view.  They should never be placed on the façade of a building or 
in the front yard.  Generally, it is best for such features to be placed at the rear of the 
property.  Placement to the side may be acceptable provided that the feature is 
screened from public view. 
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V. FINDINGS: 
• The proposed improvements will be constructed using following materials:  

 EARTHESSENTIALS BY QUIKRETE 0.5 cu ft Gray Drainage rock (0.5 - 3-in) 
 12.0-in L x 12.0-in W x 2.0-in H Square Gray Concrete Patio stone 
 Oldcastle Chiseledge 10-in L x 4-in W x 3-in H Gray Concrete Straight edging 

stone 
 

VI. PUBLIC NOTICES: 
• Historic Preservation Commission yard sign was posted on property on April 27, 

2026. 
• Notifications were mailed to adjacent property owners within a 500-foot radius on 

April 27, 2026. 
 

VII. PUBLIC FEEDBACK 
None received as of May 8, 2026 
 

VIII. POTENTIAL MOTION 
A motion to recommend approval of Certificate of Appropriateness to construct an 18’ 
diameter, round sitting area with gravel, grey pave stones, and grey stone border as 
shown in the site plan along with a 4’ x 24’ pathway leading to existing driveway. 
 

-OR- 
 
A motion to recommend denial of Certificate of Appropriateness to construct an 18’ 
diameter, round sitting area with gravel, grey pave stones, and grey stone border as 
shown in the site plan along with a 4’ x 24’ pathway leading to existing driveway. 
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This notice is being mailed to you as the owner of property near the project described below.  
Copies are sent via standard mail at the cost of the applicant. 

 
 
 

City of Ocean Springs  
Planning Department  

P.O. Box 1800 
 Ocean Springs, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Ocean Springs  
Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public meeting in the regular  

meeting place of the Board of Aldermen located in City Hall at: 
 

 1018 Porter Avenue  
Ocean Springs, MS, 39564 

 

Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Regarding the following: 
  

110A Shearwater Drive – PIDN: 60130590.072 – Owen White – Requesting approval of a 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct an 18’ diameter, round sitting area 
with gravel, grey pave stones, and grey stone border as shown in the site plan along with 
a 4’ x 24’ pathway leading to existing driveway 

 
 

Written comments related to the above request will be accepted and may be mailed to the City of 
Ocean Springs Planning Department, Post Office Box 1800, Ocean Springs, MS  39566-1800 or 

emailed to acrose@oceansprings-ms.gov , edill@oceanpsrings-ms.gov,  or 
rwilliams@oceansprings-ms.gov. 

 
All parties of interest shall have an opportunity to be heard at the public meeting. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  May 14, 2026   

APPLICANT:   Greg Worch / First Presbyterian Church    

OWNER:   First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs, LLC    

REQUESTED ACTION:  Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

DATE OF APPLICATION: April 6, 2026  

LOCATION: 915 Ocean Ave & 921 Ocean Ave – Ward 2 
Old Ocean Springs Historic District 
“Lyndwood”    

PARCEL NUMBERS:  60137400.100 (915 Ocean Ave) 
    60137450.060 (No Address) 
    60137394.000 (921 Ocean Ave) 

 
Figure 1. Historic Preservation Commission Signage  
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I. REQUEST SUMMARY: 
The applicant, Greg Worch, is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) to construct a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence on 3 sides of an existing sport court.  
 

 
Figure 2. Fence Site Plan   

 

  

Figure 3. Existing Sport Court 
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Figure 4. Proposed 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence 

 

II. ZONING & LAND USE:  
The subject property is zoned R-1, Low Density Single-Family Residential – Church 

   
Figure 4. Subject Property and Adjacent Zoning District 

 

Figure 5. Old Ocean Springs Historic District 
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III. OLD OCEAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
The Old Ocean Springs Historic District, located south and west of the city’s central 
business district, is notable for its historic mix of residential, commercial, and 
professional uses, particularly along Jackson and Washington Avenues.  The district 
features a diverse collection of architectural styles adapted to the Gulf Coast climate. 
Common styles include Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Craftsman, represented in 
building types such as Creole cottages, planter’s cottages, shotgun houses, and 
bungalows.  Climate-responsive features include prominent porches and a limited 
number of chimneys. The district also contains churches, civic buildings, and residences 
that have been adapted for non-residential uses. 
 

IV. MS DEPARTMENT OF ARCHES AND HISTORY RESOURCES INVENTORY: 
Brief Description: One-story, frame, four-bay-wide (porch-www-d-ww) multi-gabled 
Minimal Traditional residence with a gable entry porch supported by square posts. Bay 1 
is a side-gable screened porch addition. Bays 3-4 are sheltered by a stylistic front gable 
spans Bays 3-4. Windows are 4/6 aluminum double-hung-sash with faux shutters. The 
house rests on a brick veneered basement. The foundation was not observed at the time 
of survey. The house is clad in clapboard siding and has an asphalt shingle roof. A gable-
roof second story addition was added to the right rear (northeast) and a 1-story, gable-
roof addition extends from the rear left (northwest). 
 
Historic Information: Constructed in the winter of 1934 by A. Lynd and Mae Kettles 
Gottsche using salvaged lumber from Case-Russall, a structure formerly situated on the 
southwest corner of Washington and Porter Avenues. It remained in the Gottsche family 
until 1989 when it was granted to the First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs. 
 

V. OCEAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
Fences: Traditionally, fences and walls served several purposes ranging from marking 
boundaries, keeping animals in or out, and stopping erosion.  Picket fences are the most 
common fence type within Ocean Springs’ historic districts, with some examples of 
wrought iron fencing and masonry retaining walls. Historically, fence purposes have 
remained largely consistent, with the primary contemporary exception being privacy. 
New fences should closely reflect established district precedents; front yard fences 
should not exceed four feet in height and should feature open, non-solid designs, while 
backyard privacy fences are acceptable. 
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VI. FINDINGS: 
• NR Status: Contributing - Contributing buildings are essential to the district’s sense of 

place and help maintain the architectural and historic significance of the district. 

• The applicant proposes to construct a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence surrounding 3 

sides of the existing sport court. The proposed fence is consistent with the traditional 

picket fencing throughout the Old Ocean Springs Historic District.  

• This COA request is identical to the previously approved white vinyl picket fence 

previously approved at the April 16, 2026 HPC meeting.  

 

VII. PUBLIC NOTICES: 
• Historic Preservation Commission yard sign was posted on property on April 27, 

2026. 
• Notifications were mailed to adjacent property owners within a 500-foot radius on 

April 27, 2026. 
 

VIII. PUBLIC FEEDBACK: 
None received as of May 8, 2026 
 

IX. POTENTIAL MOTION: 
A motion to recommend approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct 
a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence on 3 sides of an existing sport court. 
  

-OR- 
 
A motion to recommend denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 
4’ tall white vinyl picket fence on 3 sides of an existing sport court.  
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This notice is being mailed to you as the owner of property near the project described below.  
Copies are sent via standard mail at the cost of the applicant. 

 
 
 

City of Ocean Springs  
Planning Department  

P.O. Box 1800 
 Ocean Springs, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Ocean Springs  
Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public meeting in the regular  

meeting place of the Board of Aldermen located in City Hall at: 
 

 1018 Porter Avenue  
Ocean Springs, MS, 39564 

 

Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Regarding the following: 
  

915 & 921 Ocean Ave – PIDN: 60137400.100, 60137450.060, & 60137394.000 – First 
Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs – Requesting approval of a Certificate of 

Appropriateness (COA) to construct a 4’ tall white vinyl picket fence on 3 sides of an 
existing sport court 

 
Written comments related to the above request will be accepted and may be mailed to the City of 

Ocean Springs Planning Department, Post Office Box 1800, Ocean Springs, MS  39566-1800 or 
emailed to acrose@oceansprings-ms.gov , edill@oceanpsrings-ms.gov,  or 

rwilliams@oceansprings-ms.gov. 
 

All parties of interest shall have an opportunity to be heard at the public meeting. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  May 14, 2026  

APPLICANT:   Jeremy Holland 

OWNER:   Jeremy & Melissa Holland 

REQUESTED ACTION:  Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

DATE OF APPLICATION: April 6, 2026 

LOCATION:   1217 Sunset Ave – Ward 2 
    Marble Spring Historic District  

PARCEL NUMBER:   60119030.110 

 
Figure 1. Historic Preservation Commission Signage 
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I. REQUEST SUMMARY: 
The applicant, Jeremy Holland, is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) to: 

1. Install a Gunite swimming pool with hot tub, 6’ wide concrete walkway 
connecting the pool with the existing pier, and fire pit in the backyard with 
landscaping.   

2. Trim 3 trees in the front yard and remove one tree on the side of the property. 
3. Widen the existing driveway 8’ the length of the driveway using concrete to 

match existing. 

Pool and site materials are proposed as follows: 

• The integral color in the concrete deck will be Straw from APC Alabama Pigment 
Company.  

• The exterior facing tile for the spa and fire feature will be NPT Tulipwood 6X36” 
in Blue.  

• The glass tile along the pool and spa waterline, as well as the accent feature 
within the pool interior, will be NPT National Pool Tile Solara Teal Glow utilizing 
both 1X1” and 1X2” staggered pattern tile sizes. 

•  The proposed plaster finish for the pool interior will be Marquis from PMM 
Products in the color Emerald Isle. 

                                                                          Figure 2.  Propose Pool Materials 

 
 

Page 41 of 63



Page | 3  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Proposed Pool, Hot Tube, and Fire pit Site Plan 
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Figures 4, 5, & 6. Proposed Trimmed Trees 

 

Figure 7. Proposed Tree Removal 
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II. ZONING/LAND USE: 
The subject property is zoned R-1, Low-Density Single-Family – single-family dwelling 

      
Figure 8. Subject Property and Adjacent Zoning Districts    Figure 9. Marble Springs Historic District 

 

III. MARBLE SPRINGS HISTORIC DISTRICT:  
The Marble Springs Historic District is an irregularly shaped area near Old Fort Bayou, 
featuring nineteenth- and turn-of-the-century residences along Iberville Drive, a live 
oak–shaded street between N. Washington and Sunset avenues. The district reflects the 
historical rise and decline of Marble Springs, one of Ocean Springs’ most important 
attractions, through the varied scale of its dwellings and lots. Street-oriented homes on 
the north side are larger, more elaborately styled, and set on bigger lots, while those on 
the south side are smaller, denser, and more vernacular. The district also includes a 
replica of the historic springhouse, contributing to its historical significance. 
 
 

IV. MS DEPARTMENT OF ARCHES AND HISTORY RESOURCES INVENTORY: 
Brief Description: 1.5-story, five-bay neo-eclectic Cape Cod house with a side-gable roof 
and an inset full-width porch supported by square wood posts and spanned by a plain 
balustrade. Windows are 6/6 vinyl DHS with faux muntin and faux shutters. Decorative 
features include three gabled dormers. The house has a concrete block pier foundation, 
vinyl siding, and an asphalt shingle roof. 
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V. OCEAN SPRINGS HISTORIC DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
Recreation & Mechanical (Pool): Modern recreation and mechanical features should not 
be visible from the public view.  They should never be placed on the façade of a building 
or in the front yard.  Generally, it is best for such features to be placed at the rear of the 
property.  Placement to the side may be acceptable provided that the feature is 
screened from public view. 

 
Figure 10. Recreation & Mechanical Appropriate Location 

 
VI. PUBLIC NOTICES: 

• Historic Preservation Commission yard sign was posted on property on April 27, 
2026. 

• Notifications were mailed to adjacent property owners within a 500-foot radius on 
April 27, 2026. 
 

VII. PUBLIC FEEDBACK: 
None received as of May 8, 2026 
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VIII. POTENTIAL MOTIONS: 

A motion to recommend approval of Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to:  
1. Install a Gunite swimming pool with hot tub, 6’ wide concrete walkway connecting 

the pool with the existing pier, and fire pit in the backyard with landscaping.   
2. Trim 3 trees in the front yard and remove one tree on the side of the property.  
3. Widen the existing driveway 8’ the length of the driveway using concrete to match 

existing. 
-OR- 

 
A motion to recommend denial of Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to: 
1. Install a Gunite swimming pool with hot tub, 6’ wide concrete walkway connecting 

the pool with the existing pier, and fire pit in the backyard with landscaping.  
2. Trim 3 trees in the front yard and remove one tree on the side of the property. 
3. Widen the existing driveway 8’ the length of the driveway using concrete to match 

existing. 
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This notice is being mailed to you as the owner of property near the project described below.  
Copies are sent via standard mail at the cost of the applicant. 

 
 
 

City of Ocean Springs  
Planning Department  

P.O. Box 1800 
 Ocean Springs, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Ocean Springs  
Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public meeting in the regular  

meeting place of the Board of Aldermen located in City Hall at: 
 

 1018 Porter Avenue  
Ocean Springs, MS, 39564 

 

Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Regarding the following: 
  

1217 Sunset Ave – PIDN: 60119030.110 – Jeremy & Melissa Holland – Requesting 
approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to: 
 

1. Install a gunite swimming pool with hot tub, 6’ wide concrete walkway 
connecting the pool with the existing pier, and fire pit in the backyard with 
landscaping.   

2. Trim 3 trees in the front yard and remove one tree on the side of the property. 
3. Widen the existing driveway 8’ the length of the driveway using concrete to 

match existing. 
 

Written comments related to the above request will be accepted and may be mailed to the City of 
Ocean Springs Planning Department, Post Office Box 1800, Ocean Springs, MS  39566-1800 or 

emailed to acrose@oceansprings-ms.gov , edill@oceanpsrings-ms.gov,  or 
rwilliams@oceansprings-ms.gov. 

 
All parties of interest shall have an opportunity to be heard at the public meeting. 
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