
 
Zoning and Adjustments Board 

1018 Porter Avenue  
Ocean Springs, MS 39564 

Tuesday, August 8, 2023 @ 5:00 PM 
  

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 a. Approval of Minutes July 11, 2023 

3. Old Business 

4. New Business 
 a. Beth & Les McMackin- 506 Martin Ave / PID# 60137586.000 – Requesting a 

setback variance from 10 ft to 8 ft on the north side of the proposed new residential 
structure. 
  

 b. Jesse Moskowitz – 409 E Beach Rd / PID# 60132310.000 – Requesting a variance 
for an existing fence. 

5. Audience Request 

6. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 
Zoning and Adjustments Board 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

1. Call Meeting to Order
A meeting of the City of Ocean Springs Zoning and Adjustments Board was called to
order by Chairman Nick Gant at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, July 11, 2023. Members present
were John O’Hara, Michael Smith, Shannon Pfeiffer, and Don Atwell. Also present were
Wade Morgan, City Planner, and Dawn Underwood, Planning & Grants Coordinator.

2. Approval of Minutes
a. June 13, 2023

A motion was made by S. Pfeiffer, seconded by J. O’Hara to recommend approval of 
the minutes from June 13, 2023. The motion carried with All voting aye and none 
voting nay. 

3. Old Business
a. William Cameron Troutman – 1160 Iola Rd/ PID# 60224010.035 – Requesting a

5’ variance from the waterbody setback and a 5’ variance from the northern
property (abutting residential property) line for the proposed 15’ x 48’ building.

W. Morgan presented the proposal. The request is for two variances on the property related
to the waterbody buffer requirement and the residential property landscape buffer
requirement.
Cameron Troutman spoke about the request and said he was working with a land attorney 
and will be working with a wetland bank for his credits. 
M. Smith asked if it would be a good idea to withdraw his application until he gets his
wetland issues resolved.
Cameron Troutman agreed with his suggestion. 
W. Morgan stated we will start the process over once he is ready.

4. New Business

5. Audience Request
None.
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6. Adjourn
A motion was made by J. O’Hara seconded by D. Atwell to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was unanimously carried.
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS  39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

ZONING ADJUSTMENT BOARD REPORT  
 

 
PUBLIC MEETING DATE:  August 8, 2023 
 
APPLICANT(S):  Beth and Les McMackin  

CURRENT OWNER?  ✓Yes  No 

 
LOCATION: 506 Martin Ave./ PID# 60137586.000 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Variance to the minimum side yard building setback distance.  
 
DATE OF APPLICATION: June 26, 2023 
 
ADJACENT ZONING AND LAND USE:   
Subject Property:    R-1, Single Family Residential Use district/a single family dwelling. 

 North, East and South: R-1 Residential district; single family dwellings. 
 West:  across Martin Ave., R-1 Residential district; single family dwellings. 

 
CURRENT CONDITIONS:    

▪ Property Size: 11,539 sq. ft. 
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:  The applicant requests a 20% variance from the minimum side yard setback 
distance on the north side of the property. The requested variance will allow the dwelling to extend 2 
feet into the setback from the north property line, which will result in a setback distance of 8 feet 
instead of 10 feet.  

FINDINGS:   

▪ The property is in the Old Ocean Springs Historic District. A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for 
a new dwelling on the property was approved by the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) on 
6/15/23 and by the Board of Aldermen on 6/20/23. 

▪ One of the criteria for new home construction in historic districts is that carports and garages should 
be located at the rear of the structure. That placement necessitates a driveway running between the 
house and the property line. The parcel is 63 feet wide. The applicant requests the setback variance 
on the north property line to allow a wider driveway on the south side. 

▪ The ZAB may recommend variances that meet the following criteria: 1) exceptional narrowness, 
shallowness or shape of a specific piece of property at the time of the original adoption of the 
regulations, or 2) exceptional topographical conditions or other extraordinary or exceptional 
situation or condition of a specific piece of property, which condition is not generally prevalent in 
the area, or 3) the strict application of these regulations would result in peculiar and exceptional 
practical difficulties to or exceptional and undue hardship upon the owner of the property. 
 

POTENTIAL MOTION:   

To recommend approval/denial of a variance of 20% from the minimum side yard setback distance to 
allow an 8-foot side yard setback along the north property line at 506 Martin Ave. as shown on the site 
plan. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS  39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

ZONING ADJUSTMENT BOARD REPORT  
 

 
PUBLIC MEETING DATE:  August 8, 2023 
 
APPLICANT(S):  Jesse Moskowitz  

CURRENT OWNER?  ✓Yes  No 

 
LOCATION: 409 East Beach Drive/ PID# 60132310.000 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Variance to 1) the maximum height of a fence within the front yard area 

and 2) the requirement for the finished side of a fence to face outward.  
 
DATE OF APPLICATION: June 8, 2023 
 
ADJACENT ZONING AND LAND USE:   

Subject Property: R-1, Single Family Residential District – a single family dwelling and guest 
cottage. 

North: R-1 District – Weeks Bayou and single-family dwellings. 
West & East: R-1 District – single family dwellings.  
South: across East Beach Drive, PUB Public District, East Beach Park. 
 

CURRENT CONDITIONS:    
Property Size:  22,550 sq. ft. 
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:  To allow a newly constructed fence to remain in its present condition. The 
fence exceeds the maximum permitted height by 6 inches and the finished side faces the 
applicant/owner’s property (inward). 

▪ See the attached letter from the applicant explaining the variance. 

FINDINGS:   

▪ UDC section 3.7.17.I limits fences within the required front yards (25 feet from front property line) 
to 4 feet in height. Fences within the side and rear yards beyond the front yard setback can be up to 
8 feet in height. The section of fence in the front yard is 4.5 feet in height, which is a 12.5% variance 
from the maximum. 

▪ UDC section 6.2.3.J.8 requires the finished side of a fence to face outward. 

▪ The ZAB may recommend variances that meet the following criteria: 1) exceptional narrowness, 
shallowness or shape of a specific piece of property at the time of the original adoption of the 
regulations, or 2) exceptional topographical conditions or other extraordinary or exceptional 
situation or condition of a specific piece of property, which condition is not generally prevalent in 
the area, or 3) the strict application of these regulations would result in peculiar and exceptional 
practical difficulties to or exceptional and undue hardship upon the owner of the property. 
 

POTENTIAL MOTIONS:   

1. To recommend approval/denial of a variance of 12.5% from the maximum height of a fence 
within the required front yard area at 409 East Beach Drive. 

2. To recommend approval/denial of a variance to allow the finished side of a fence to not face 
outward at 409 East Beach Drive. 
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Page 11 of 15



    
MEMO [no attachments] Page 4 of 7 ZAB Item 4.b 
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