
 
Historic Preservation Commission 

1018 Porter Avenue  
Ocean Springs, MS 39564 

Thursday, October 12, 2023 @ 6:00 PM 
  

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Old Business 

3. New Business 
 a. 921 Ocean Avenue/ PIO# 60137394.000 – Barbara Canaga - Certificate of 

Appropriateness (COA) for signage. 
  

 b. 1418 Government Street/ PIO# 60137052.000 - City of Ocean Springs - Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) to designate building as a historic landmark. 

4. Approval of Minutes 
 a. September 14, 2023 

5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 

7. Adjourn 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

P.O. BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

 
MEETING DATE: October 12, 2023 
 
APPLICANTS: Barbara Canaga 
  First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs, property owner 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of Identification and Wayfinding Signs in the Old Ocean Springs 

Historic District  
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  September 6, 2023 
 
LOCATION:  First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs,921 Ocean Avenue; Parcel ID # 

60137410.000, 60137400.100, 60137394.000 
 
VICINITY: 

 
SIGN REQUEST: 

1) Install one name sign on Washington Ave. containing the names of the church, Treehouse 
Montessori School, and Children’s House Montessori School. The sign will be in the same location as 
the existing sign; 

2) Install one name sign on Ocean Ave. containing the name of the church; and 

3) Install 3 wayfinding signs in the campus interior.  
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FINDINGS: 

▪ Unified Development Code (UDC) on signs: Within historic districts, the appearance, color, size, 
position, method of attachment, texture of materials and design of signs shall be in keeping with 
the collective characteristics of the structures located within the appropriate development zone;  

▪ The UDC sign regulations allow schools or churches in historic districts to have one free-standing 
name sign with a maximum of 12 sq. ft. in area and maximum of 6 feet wide. The name sign 
proposed for Washington Ave. is 30 sq. ft. in area (5 ft. by 6 ft.).  The name sign proposed for Ocean 
Ave. is 15 sq. ft. (2.5 ft. by 6 ft.) Both name signs exceed the maximum sign area permitted for 
church and school signs. 

▪ The proposed interior wayfinding signs total 43 sq. ft. in area. They are similar to the information 
sign (bulletin board) and traffic flow directional signs that are permitted by the UDC. Bulletin board 
information signs can total 50 sq. ft. and directional signs can be one square foot maximum. 

▪ The UDC gives the Historic Preservation Commission the authority to recommend to the zoning and 
adjustment board exceptions to these requirements where it can be shown that the proposed sign is 
consistent with the purpose and intent of the historic district and is historically authentic. 

 
STAFF CONCLUSION: The signs proposed for the Washington Ave. and Ocean Ave. frontage exceed the 
maximum sign area permitted in historic districts. However, the HPC can recommend that the Zoning 
Adjustment Board (ZAB) approve exceptions to the regulations. 

 

POTENTIAL MOTION 1:  Recommend approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for First Presbyterian 
Church at 921 Ocean Avenue – contingent upon Zoning Adjustment Board approval of an exception to 
the regulations for sign area. 

 

POTENTIAL MOTION 2:  Recommend denial of the proposed name signs for First Presbyterian Church at 
921 Ocean Ave. 
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MAIN SIGN (LOWER PARKING LOT ON WASHINGTON AVE. AND ON OCEAN AVE.) 
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MAIN SIGN LOCATIONS: 
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WAYFINDING SIGNS (INTERIOR CAMPUS LOCATIONS)  
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

P.O. BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

 
MEETING DATE: October 12, 2023 
 
APPLICANTS: Ralph Waller 
  St. James United Methodist Church, property owner 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: recommend designation of the church as a Landmark Site 
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  September 6, 2023 
 
LOCATION: St. James United Methodist Church, 1418 Government St.; Parcel ID # 

60137052.000 
 
VICINITY: 
       
 
  

Page 11 of 23



   
MEMO Page 2 of 2 HPC Item 3.b 

DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST: St. James United Methodist Church proposes that their church be 
designated a landmark site. Church officials provided a history of the church and photos of the building 
in support of the designation.  
 
FINDINGS: 

▪ The UDC describes the process and requirements for the designation of a landmark site:  

o The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) initiates a thorough investigation of the historic, 
architectural, archaeological, and cultural significance of the buildings, structures, features, 
sites.    

o The Mississippi Department of Archives and History makes an analysis of and recommendations 
concerning the proposed district boundaries.  

o The HPC conducts a public hearing, after notice, specifying the boundaries of any proposed 
historic district and the location of proposed landmarks and landmark sites. 

o The Board of Aldermen considers an ordinance establishing the landmark site. 
 

POTENTIAL MOTION:  Recommend that the Miss. Dept. of Archives and History make an analysis of and 
recommendations concerning the proposed St. James United Methodist Church as a landmark site. 
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Page 14 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 3 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

 

Page 15 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 4 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

  

Page 16 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 5 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

 

 

Page 17 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 6 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

 

Page 18 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 7 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

  

Page 19 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 8 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

 

  

Page 20 of 23



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 9 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

 

Page 21 of 23



Page 1 of 2 

 

 

The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday, September 14, 2023 

 

 
1. Call Meeting to Order 
A meeting of the City of Ocean Springs Historic Preservation Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Carlos Barbosa at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 14, 2023. Members present were 
Carlos Barbosa, Michael Burns, Bonnie Munro, Owen White, and Charliene Roemer. Matthew Pavlov 
and Karen Chewning were absent. Also present were Deputy City Clerk Vicky Hupe, Patty Gaston, 
City Planner Wade Morgan, Planning & Grants Administrator Carolyn Martin, and Planning & Grants 
Coordinator Camille Anderson. 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
 

2. Old Business 

a. 506 Martin Avenue/ PIO# 60137586.000 - Les McMackin - Amendment to 

an approved COA to revise the location of the garage. 

W. Morgan presented the application. 

A motion was made by C. Roemer seconded by B. Munro to recommend approval for the 

Amendment to an approved COA to revise the location of the garage. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

 

b. 317 Lovers Lane/ PIO# 61058001.000/61058003.000 - Dennis Cowart- COA 

request for a new 2 story residence. Deferred from the August 10, 2023 

agenda. 

W. Morgan presented the application. Objection from neighbor included in packet. 

Nothing goes against code. 

A motion was made by M. Burns seconded by B. Munro to recommend approval for COA 

request for a new 2-story residence at 317 Lovers Lane. The motion was unanimously 

carried. 
 

3. New Business 

a. 802 Iberville Drive/ PIO# 61030003.000 - Clay Wiser - Certificate 

of Appropriateness (COA) for a new residence. 

W. Morgan presented the application.  
 

A motion was made by C. Roemer seconded by M. Burns to recommend approval for a COA for       
a new residence at 802 Iberville Drive. The motion was unanimously carried. 

 
b. DEFERRED: 400 Front Beach Drive/ PIO# 61335034.000 & 61335031.000 - City 

of Ocean Springs - Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for a Public Event 

Center & Marina. 
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4. Approval of Minutes 

a. 08_10_2023_HPC_Minutes 

B. Munro was not mentioned in the minutes even though she was in attendance at the August 10 meeting. 

A motion was made by C. Roemer seconded by B. Munro to recommend approval of the corrected 
minutes from August 10, 2023. The motion was unanimously carried. 

 
 

5. Audience Request 

a. Presentation by Chelsea Prince Regarding Historic Districts 

 
 
 

6. Administrative 
None. 

 
 

7. Adjourn 
A motion was made by B. Munro seconded by C. Roemer to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
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