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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 / OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
Certificate of Appropriateness Report 

 
APPLICANT(S): Sarah Godsey 
 
CURRENT OWNER? Yes     No  
 If NO, name of owner:  John Godsey 
 
LOCATION: 502 Martin Avenue / Old Ocean Springs Historic District 
 PID#: 60137606.000 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the construction of a 

new privacy fence 
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  November 27, 2023 
 
ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   
 Subject Property:    R-1, Single Family Residential Use district/a single family dwelling. 

 North, East and South: R-1 Residential district; single family dwellings. 
 West:  across Martin Ave., R-1 Residential district; single family dwellings. 

VICINITY: 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST:  

The COA requests approval of an existing wood shadowbox fence along the north property line.  
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FINDINGS: 
1. The fence complies with the Unified Development Code’s requirements for height and location. 

2. The Historic District Guidelines state that backyard privacy fences are acceptable. On corner lots 

the impact of privacy fences on the secondary street and adjoining properties should be 

considered.  

 

POTENTIAL MOTION: To recommend approval of a COA for construction of a privacy fence along the 
north property line at 502 Martin Ave. as described in the application and building permit. 
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FENCE AT 512 MARTIN 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 
Historic Preservation Commission 
Thursday December 14, 2023 

 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
A meeting of the City of Ocean Springs Historic Preservation Commission was called to 
order by Charlene Roemer at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 14, 2023. Members 
present were Michael Burns, Michael Doster, Bonnie Monro, Owen White, Karen 
Chewning and Charles Fowler. Also present were Wade Morgan, City Planner, and 
Camille Anderson, Planning/Grants Coordinator. 

2. Old Business 
a. PUBLIC HEARING: 1418 Government Street/ PIO# 60137052.000 - City of 

Ocean Springs - Ordinance designating St. James United Methodist Church as a 
historic landmark site. 

A motion was made by C. Fowler and seconded by M. Doster to go into public hearing. 
The motion was carried unanimously. W. Morgan presented the application. A motion 
was made by B. Munro and seconded by K. Chewning to recommend approval to move 
forward with designating St. James United Methodist Church at 1418 Government 
Street as a historic landmark site. The motion was carried unanimously. 
 

b. Elect Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
Michael Burns was elected Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission. Bonnie 
Munro was elected Vice Chairman. 

3. New Business 
a. 207 Washington Avenue/ PID# 61360007.000 - City of Ocean Springs - 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for an open-air pavilion with outdoor 
kitchen to the West, behind the existing residence. 

W. Morgan presented the application. The applicant, Henry Furr, described the owner’s 
goals and the plans. The Commission members asked questions of the applicant and 
W. Morgan. A motion was made by O. White and seconded by B. Munro to 
recommend approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of a pavilion 
with outdoor kitchen at 207 Washington Avenue. The motion was carried unanimously. 
 

b. DEFERRED: 1211 Bowen/ PID# 60137096.000 - City of Ocean Springs - 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for carport and privacy fence 
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4. Approval of Minutes 
a. November 16, 2023 

A motion was made by M. Burns and seconded by C. Fowler to accept the minutes as 
submitted. The motion was carried unanimously. 

5. Audience Request 
None 

6. Administrative 
W. Morgan announced his retirement on April 15. 

7. Adjourn 
A motion was made by K. Chewning and seconded by B. Munro to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was carried unanimously. 
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