
 
 

Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

Thursday, February 15, 2024 @ 6:00 PM 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
a. January 11, 2024 

 
3. Old Business 

a. 410 Martin Avenue - Revision to approved COA to modify driveway. 
b. DEFERRED FROM DECEMBER 2023: 1211 Bowen/ PID# 60137096.000 - 

Patrick Gray - Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for carport and privacy 
fence. 

 
4. New Business 

a. 110-A Shearwater Drive/ PID# 60130590.072 - Owen White - Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for a fence. 

 
5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 

7. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday January 11, 2024 
 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
A meeting of the City of Ocean Springs Historic Preservation Commission was called to 
order by Michael Burns at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 11, 2024. Members present 
were Michael Doster, Bonnie Monro, Owen White, and Charles Fowler. Also present 
were Wade Morgan, City Planner, and Camille Anderson, Planning/Grants Coordinator. 
Charlene Roemer and Karen Chewning were absent. 

2. Old Business 
a. None 

 
3. New Business 

a. 502 Martin Avenue / PID# 60137606.000 - City of Ocean Springs - Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for privacy fence. 

W. Morgan presented the application. M. Burns asked the Historic Preservation 
Commission if they had any questions. They did not. M. Burns asked the applicant if 
they wished to speak. They did not. A motion was made by B. Munro, seconded by O. 
White to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for privacy fence. The 
motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 

4. Approval of Minutes 
a. December 14, 2023 

A motion was made by C. Fowler, seconded by O. White to accept the minutes as 
submitted. The motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 

5. Audience Request 
a. Presentation by Historic Ocean Springs Association 

 
6. Administrative 

 
7. Adjourn 
A motion was made by B. Munro, seconded by C. Fowler to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

P.O. BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Certificate of Appropriateness Report 
 
APPLICANT(S):   Michael and Rebekah Cunningham 
 
CURRENT OWNER?  Yes   No  
If No-List Current Owner: NA 
 
LOCATION: 410 Martin Avenue / PID: 60137428.100 / Old Ocean Springs Historic 

District   
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Amendment to an Approved Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to 

modify the driveway design. 
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  January 6, 2024 
 
PUBLIC MEETING:  Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024 / 6:00 p.m. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS:  single family dwelling under construction  
 
DESCRIPTION OF COA:  The owner requests approval to widen the driveway and decrease the 

curvature. The wider driveway will provide more width for vehicles to 

park and a wider curvature will make it easier for drivers to navigate the 

driveway. The existing Site Plan and Proposed Site Plan are attached. In 

addition, the front yard walkway pavers are to be eliminated. 

VICINITY:  
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COA CONSIDERATIONS:  

▪ The Old Ocean Springs Historic District is described as having, “an abundance of high-style 
architecture both well suited and adapted to the Gulf Coast climate and indicative of the continuous 
development of Ocean Springs as a resort community” and is, “a large concentration of primarily 
street-oriented properties, significant for its diversity of architectural styles, local stylistic 
adaptations and variety of building forms,” according to the Historic District Guidelines. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS:  

▪ The COA for the house was approved by the HPC on 11/10/22 and by the Board of Aldermen on 
11/15/22. The approved site plan provides a 12 foot wide circular driveway that intersected Martin 
Ave. approximately 11 feet from the north lot line. The proposed driveway is shown by the blue line 
on the Proposed Site Plan. 

▪ The proposed amendment to the COA will increase the driveway width to 20 feet and intersect 
Martin Ave. at the north lot line. 

▪ The Historic District Guidelines address driveways mainly in relation to renovation and modifications 
to existing dwellings. The guidelines recommend that “driveways should be limited to a straight 
connection from the street to the rear yard and limited to the narrowest width possible. Front yard 
drives, such as semicircular drives, are generally inappropriate.” Also, “In general, no parking should 
be located between the building façade line and the street.” 

▪ The Guidelines section on “New Construction” does not specifically address driveways other than 
stating that attached garages for new buildings should be located at the rear of the structure. 

 
POTENTIAL MOTION:   
To approve/deny an amendment to the Certificate of Appropriateness for the design of the driveway at 
410 Martin Avenue as described in the application. 
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APPROVED SITE PLAN 
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

P.O. BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Certificate of Appropriateness Report 
 
APPLICANT(S):   Patrick Mason Gray 
 
CURRENT OWNER?  Yes   No  
If No-List Current Owner: NA 
 
LOCATION: 1211 Bowen Avenue/PID#60137096.000/Bowen Avenue Historic District 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for 1) construction of 

a carport and 2) installation of privacy fencing  
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  January 6, 2024 
 
PUBLIC MEETING:  Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024 / 6:00 p.m. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS:  single family dwelling  
 
ADJACENTZONING/LANDUSE: 
Subject Property:  R-2, Single-Family Residential District – single family dwelling; 

North:   CMX-1, Neighborhood Commercial District–commercial building; 
East:   across Russell Avenue, R-2 District – single-family dwellings; 
South:   across Bowen Avenue, R-2 District – single-family dwellings; 
West:   R-2 District, single-family dwellings. 

VICINITY: 
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DESCRIPTION OF COA:  

The carport is to be a “basic carport…..with open walls and 6”x6” posts”. It is to be 23.5 ft. x 70 ft. in 
dimensions to cover the rear of the driveway. The roof pitch and materials will match the house. 
The fence is to enclose the rear yard by connecting the house to the proposed carport and to the 
existing rear yard fence. The section along Russell Ave. will be located 11 feet from the street. The fence 
will be 8 ft. in height.  

 
COA CONSIDERATIONS: According to the MS Dept. of Archives and History (MDAH) Historic Resources 
Inventory, the house was built in 1968 and is ranch-style dwelling. It is considered as a “non- 
contributing,” structure to the historic district.  

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS:  

▪ The Bowen Avenue Historic District is described as a linear area of three blocks of street-oriented 
dwellings showing a diversity of influences. 

▪ The 8 ft. fence height is the maximum height allowed by the Unified Development Code (UDC). 

▪ The applicant has obtained approval from the property owner to the north for the height of the 
fence as required by the UDC. 

▪ The Historic District Guidelines note that rear yard privacy fences are acceptable but should not 
extend forward of the centerline of the house and are best kept to the rear of the building. “On 
corner properties ….. the impact of fences on the secondary street and adjoining properties along 
that street must be considered.” The guidelines also recommend that new fences closely follow 
established precedent within the district.  

 
POTENTIAL MOTIONS:   

1. To approve/deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a 23.5 ft. by 70 ft. carport 
at 1211 Bowen Avenue as described in the application. 

2. To approve/deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a 8 ft. tall wood privacy 
fence at 1211 Bowen Avenue as described in the application. 

 

Page 17 of 34



 

   
ATTACHMENTS Page 1 of 9 HPC Item 3.b 

PROPOSED SITE PLAN 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

P.O BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS REPORT 

 

APPLICANT(S):  Owen White 
  
CURRENT OWNER?  Yes   No  

 

LOCATION:   110-A Shearwater Drive / Shearwater Historic District 

PID#: 60130590.072 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of 1) a side 

lot line fence; 2) installation of an entrance gate, and 3) construction of 

a stamped concrete driveway entrance.  

 

DATE OF APPLICATION:  Jan. 5, 2024 

 

PUBLIC MEETING:  Thursday, February 15, 2024 / 6 p.m. 

 

EXISTING CONDITIONS: single family dwelling. 

 

VICINITY: 
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:  1) To construct a 208-foot-long, four-foot-tall, ranch-style rail fence along 

the east property line. The fence is to match the existing fence along Shearwater Dr. 2) install a driveway 

entrance gate, with a maximum height of 76 in. 3) replace the gravel entrance drive with a stamped 

concrete entrance. Photos of the gate and entrance are attached.  

COA CONSIDERATIONS:   

▪ According to the Historic District Guidelines, the Shearwater District includes a, “variety of water-

oriented residential architecture secluded by long drives and intense vegetation. More recent 

construction respects the integrity of the dynamic waterfront sites providing a visual record of 

architectural development in Ocean Springs.” 

FINDINGS: 
▪ The Historic District Guidelines recommend that new fences closely follow precedents within the 

district. Front yard fences should not exceed four feet in height and should have an open rather than 

solid design. The proposed fence is to match the existing fence. 

▪ The Historic District Guidelines include gates in the same category as fences. 
 

PROPOSED MOTIONS:  

 1 - To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a fence along the east property 

line at 110-A Shearwater Drive. 

2 - To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a driveway entry gate at 110-A 

Shearwater Drive. 

3 - To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a stamped concrete entry at 110-A 

Shearwater Drive. 
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