
 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

Thursday, March 14, 2024 @ 6:00 PM 
  

1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 a. February 15, 2024 

3. Old Business 
 a. 410 Martin Avenue - Revision to approved COA to modify driveway. 

4. New Business 
 a. 1103 Calhoun Avenue/PID 60137342.000 - Henry Furr - Certificate of 

Appropriateness (COA) for demolition and new construction.  

 b. 708 Porter Avenue/PID 60137616.000 - Mike Hutto - Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) for renovations.  

 c. 1416 Bowen Avenue/PID 60137128.000 - Douglas Fowles - Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for renovations, fence, and paint. 

 d. 219 Washington Avenue/PID 61360001.000 - Joanna Worch - Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for a fence. 

 e. 424 Washington Avenue/PID 60137526.000 - Joe Cloyd - Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for signs.  

 f. 604 Porter Avenue/PID 60137620.000 - Joe Cloyd - Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) for renovations.  

5. Audience Request 

6. Administrative 
 a. 921 Ocean Ave - Ocean Springs Presbyterian Church - Repair & Replacement of 

Windows and Columns 

7. Adjourn 
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The Minutes of the City of Ocean Springs 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Thursday February 15, 2024 
 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 

A meeting of the City of Ocean Springs Historic Preservation Commission was called to 
order by Chairman Michael Burns at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 15, 2024. 
Members present were Michael Doster, Bonnie Monro, Owen White, and Charles 
Fowler. Also present were Wade Morgan, City Planner, and Camille Anderson, 
Planning/Grants Coordinator. Charlene Roemer and Karen Chewning were absent. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

a. January 11, 2024 

A motion was made by C. Fowler, seconded by B. Munro, to accept the minutes 
as submitted. The motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 

3. Old Business 

a. 410 Martin Avenue - Revision to an approved COA to modify a driveway 

W. Morgan presented the application. M. Burns asked the Historic Preservation 
Commission members if they had any questions. They did not. M. Burns asked the 
applicant if he wished to speak. Michael Cunningham, the applicant, distributed photos 
of the proposed new driveway and stated he needed a wider driveway due to the lack 
of on-street parking on Martin Ave. and his own need for ease of quick access out of 
his garage and parking area. HPC members questioned the applicant about the 
driveway. M. Burns asked if anyone else present wished to speak. Joanna Schavrien at 
414 Martin Ave. spoke against the modified driveway and provided photos to the HPC. 
M. Burns asked if anyone else present wished to speak. Joanna Worch at 219 
Washington Ave. spoke in favor of the modified driveway. HPC members discussed the 
merits of the driveway modification with the applicant and Joanna Schavrien.  HPC 
members expressed their concerns that they did not have sufficient information to make 
a recommendation. A motion was made by M. Doster, seconded by B. Munro, to table 
the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) modification for a driveway until the applicant 
could provide exact dimensions as it was impossible for them to make a decision based 
on speculation. The motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 

b. DEFERRED FROM DECEMBER 2023: 1211 Bowen/ PID# 60137096.000 - 
Patrick Gray - Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for carport and privacy 
fence. 

W. Morgan presented the application. M. Burns asked the Historic Preservation 
Commission if they had any questions. They did not. M. Burns asked the applicant if 
he wished to speak. Patrick Gray, the applicant, provided a photo to the HPC. A 
motion was made by B. Munro, seconded by M. Doster, to approve the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) for privacy fence based on the photo provided and the consent 
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from his neighbor. The motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 

 

4. New Business 

a. 110-A Shearwater Drive/ PID# 60130590.072 - Owen White - Certificate of            
Appropriateness (COA) for a fence. 

O. White recused himself because he is the applicant. W. Morgan presented the 
application. M. Burns asked the Historic Preservation Commission if they had any 
questions. There was discussion between applicant, HPC, and W. Morgan. A motion was 
made by B. Munro, seconded by C. Fowler, to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) for the side fence that matches the front fence, and to approve the gate and 
stamped concrete driveway. The motion passed 4-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer 
absent, and O. White recused. 

5. Audience Request 

None. 

6. Administrative 

None. 

7. Adjourn 

A motion was made by M. Doster, seconded by C. Fowler, to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion passed 5-0 with K. Chewning and C. Roemer absent. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

P.O. BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Certificate of Appropriateness Report 
 
APPLICANT(S):   Michael and Rebekah Cunningham 
 
CURRENT OWNER?  Yes   No  
If No-List Current Owner: NA 
 
LOCATION: 410 Martin Avenue / PID: 60137428.100 / Old Ocean Springs Historic 

District   
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Amendment to an Approved Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to: 

1) modify the driveway design and 2) construct a privacy fence and 
driveway gate. 

 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  January 6, 2024 
 
PUBLIC MEETING:  Thursday, March 14, 2024 / 6:00 p.m. (DEFERRED FROM FEB. MEETING) 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS:  single family dwelling under construction  
 
DESCRIPTION OF COA:  The owner requests approval to: 

1) widen the driveway from 12 ft. to 16 ft. and 18 ft. In addition, the 
front yard walkway pavers are to be eliminated. 

2) Construct a 6 ft. tall privacy fence on the north property line. 

3) Construct a gate in the driveway. 
VICINITY:  
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COA CONSIDERATIONS:  

▪ The Old Ocean Springs Historic District is described as having, “an abundance of high-style 
architecture both well suited and adapted to the Gulf Coast climate and indicative of the continuous 
development of Ocean Springs as a resort community” and is, “a large concentration of primarily 
street-oriented properties, significant for its diversity of architectural styles, local stylistic 
adaptations and variety of building forms,” according to the Historic District Guidelines. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS:  

▪ The COA for the house was approved by the HPC on 11/10/22 and by the Board of Aldermen on 
11/15/22. The approved site plan provides a 12 foot wide circular driveway that intersected Martin 
Ave. approximately 11 feet from the north lot line.  

▪ The proposed amendment to the COA will increase the driveway width to 16 feet on the north side 
and 18 feet on the south side of the circular driveway. It is to intersect Martin Ave. 10 feet from the 
north lot line. The wider driveway will provide more width for vehicles to park and a wider curvature 
will make it easier for drivers to navigate the driveway. The existing Site Plan and Proposed Site Plan 
are attached. 

▪ A 6 foot-tall wood/composite fence is proposed on the north and east property lines. An aluminum 
gate is proposed for the driveway within the rear yard area. Photos of the fence and the driveway 
gate are attached. 

▪ The Historic District Guidelines address driveways mainly in relation to renovation and modifications 
to existing dwellings. The guidelines recommend that “driveways should be limited to a straight 
connection from the street to the rear yard and limited to the narrowest width possible. Front yard 
drives, such as semicircular drives, are generally inappropriate.” Also, “In general, no parking should 
be located between the building façade line and the street.” 

▪ The Guidelines section on “New Construction” does not specifically address driveways other than 
stating that attached garages for new buildings should be located at the rear of the structure.  

▪ The Historic District Guidelines state that backyard privacy fences are acceptable. These should not 
extend forward of the centerline of the house and are best kept behind the rear of the building. 

 
POTENTIAL MOTIONS:   

1. To approve/deny an amendment to the Certificate of Appropriateness for the design of the 
driveway at 410 Martin Avenue as described in the application. 

2. To approve/deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for a privacy fence on the north and east 
property lines at 410 Martin Avenue as described in the site plan and application. 

3. To approve/deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for a driveway gate at 410 Martin Avenue as 
described in the site plan and application. 
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APPROVED SITE PLAN 
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN  
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PRIVACY FENCE AND DRIVEWAY GATE PLAN 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800  
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 

MEETING DATE: March 16, 2024 
 
APPLICANT: Henry Furr; 
   Property Owner – Michelle Hodges 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness for 1) renovation and additions to 

the existing dwelling, and 2) selective demolition of portions of the dwelling.  
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  February 5, 2024 
 
LOCATION: 1103 Calhoun Ave.; Parcel Identification: 60137342.000   
 
ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   
 Subject Property:    R-2, Single Family Residential District; single family dwelling. 

 North, East:    R-2 district; single family dwelling; 
 West:    across Dewey Ave., R-1 district; Little Childrens’ Park; 
 South:   across Calhoun Ave., R-1 district; single family dwelling 

VICINITY 

 
Mississippi Dept. of Archives and History database: The house was built around 1890. see at-
tached information sheet. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST: 
▪ The dwelling’s carport, back porch and 1st and 2nd floor bathrooms are to be demolished. 

▪ The existing 1st floor windows are to be removed and replaced with new, larger windows that are 
more in keeping with the original windows. 

▪ The front door is to be removed and relocated to its original location and the front porch is to be 
restored to its original location and size. 

▪ A one-story addition of approximately 1,785 sq. ft. on the north side of the house will include a 
kitchen, garage, living, dining and master suite. 

▪ An outdoor patio area on the west side and a new, relocated driveway on the east side are 
proposed. 

▪ Site Layout – the existing structure is to be mostly retained.  The new construction will be on the 
north (rear) side of the house. A new 2-car garage is to be located on the east side of the house with 
the garage doors facing east. 

▪ A site plan, building elevation diagrams and photos of the dwelling are attached. 

FINDINGS: 
▪ The Historic District Guidelines recommend that new additions be placed on the rear of the building 

and should not exceed the height of the existing building. The proposed addition complies with that 
recommendation. 

▪ The alterations to the existing building exterior are intended to restore its original appearance. 
 

STAFF CONCLUSIONS:  The proposed alterations and additions are consistent with the Historic District 
Guidelines.  
 

 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:  Recommend approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior modifica-
tions and additions to 1103 Calhoun Ave. as described in the application. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800 
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS  39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS REPORT 

 
PUBLIC MEETING DATE:  March 12, 2024 
 
APPLICANT(S):  Mike Hutto/Versamax  

CURRENT OWNER?  Yes  ✓No - Cathy Reed - owner 

 
LOCATION: 708 Porter Ave./ PID# 60137616.000 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the renovation 

and addition to the existing rear cottage. 
 
DATE OF APPLICATION: January 30, 2024 
 
ADJACENT ZONING AND LAND USE:   

Subject Property: CMX-1, Neighborhood Commercial/Mixed Use district/two single 
family dwellings 

North: Across Porter Ave.- CMX-1 district; a single family dwelling and St. 
John’s Episcopal Church.  

East and West: CMX-1 district, offices in residential buildings. 
South:  R-1 Single Family Residential district; a single family dwelling. 

    
CURRENT CONDITIONS:    

▪ Property Size: 14,000 +/- sq. ft.  
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MS DEPT. OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY INVENTORY FACT SHEET: the buildings date from 1925 and the 
front cottage is a Craftsman bungalow. 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:  There are currently two cottages on this lot, and date from approx. 1925. 
The applicant proposes to construct an addition to the side and rear of the rear yard cottage. The 
addition will consist of bedrooms, a kitchen and an attached carport.  
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COA DESIGN CHECKLIST ITEMS: 
▪ Site Layout – the cottage is located in the rear yard area behind the front cottage. The entrance and 

carport will face Porter Ave. 

▪ Siding – Hardi-plank siding 

▪ Trim – Hardi-trim around windows 

▪ Roof – galvanized metal roof 

▪ Windows – eight over one shown on elevation plans; no information on material provided. 

▪ Exterior Doors – illustrated on elevation plans; information on material not provided. 

▪ Architectural Details – exposed rafter tails illustrated on elevation plans. 

FINDINGS:   

▪ The overall design, foundation, windows and siding appearance continue those elements of the 
existing cottage. 

▪ The carport will face Porter Ave., but is located in the rear yard area. 
 

POTENTIAL MOTION:   

To recommend approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for an addition to the rear cottage at 708 
Porter Ave. as shown on the site plan and elevation drawings. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800  
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 

MEETING DATE: March 14, 2024 
   
APPLICANT: Douglas and Alice Fowles 
CURRENT OWNER? ✓Yes  No 
If No:   
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness for 1) construction of a driveway 

gate, 2) construction of a carport and additional dormer, 3) modify the front 
porch and steps, and 4) change paint colors. 

 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  November 16, 2022 
 
LOCATION: 1416 Bowen Avenue / PID#: 60137128.000 
  Bowen Avenue Historic District   
 
ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   

 Subject Property:    R-2, Single-Family Residential District; single-family detached 
dwelling. 

 North:   across Bowen Avenue – single-family dwellings. 

 East:   across General Pershing Avenue – single-family dwellings. 

 South and West:   single-family dwellings. 
 
VICINITY 
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MS DEPT. OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY RESOURCES INVENTORY: 
▪ The house was constructed in 1904. It is described as a one-story, frame, Folk Victorian house with a 

full width porch. 

 
DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST: 

▪ The applicant proposes to construct a 3-bay carport on the west side of the house, placed behind 
the mid-point of the house and facing Bowen Ave. Hardi-board lap siding that matches the existing 
siding and asphalt shingles that match the existing shingles are proposed for the roofing. 

▪ A gate is to be constructed at the street end of the driveway. It will be a picket fence similar to the 
existing fence.  

▪ The new dormer is to be on the east side of the dwelling. The siding and roofing are to match the 
existing material of the house. 

▪ The existing brick railing around the front porch is to be replaced with wood railing. According to the 
owner, the brick was not original to the house, but was added in the 1960’s. Wood railing is more 
consistent with the original material and design. 

▪ Building elevation drawings and site plan are attached. 

▪ The owner proposes to paint the house: Main body – Swans Mill Cream; accents – 1905 Green; trim 
– white to match existing. Color samples are attached. 

FINDINGS: 

▪ The proposed carport is consistent with the Historic District Guidelines. The Guidelines note that 
parking should be located behind the front wall of the house. 

▪ The new dormer is to be added to the east (General Pershing) side of the house. That location is 
consistent with the Historic District Guidelines which recommend against dormers on the front of 
the house. 

POTENTIAL MOTIONS:  
1) To recommend approval of a COA for construction of a carport at 1416 Bowen Avenue as 

described in the application and site plan. 
2) To recommend approval of a COA to construct a picket fence gate along the driveway as 

described in the application and site plan. 
3) To recommend approval of a COA to construct a dormer as described in the application and site 

plan. 
4) To recommend approval of a COA to replace the brick porch railing with wood railing as 

described in the application and site plan. 
5) To recommend approval of a COA to change the paint colors as described in the application and 

site plan. 
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PROPOSED CARPORT LOCATION:  
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PAINT COLOR SAMPLES: 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

P.O BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS REPORT 
 

APPLICANT(S):   Greg and Joanna Worch 

 

CURRENT OWNER?  Yes   No  

If No-List Current Owner: 

 

LOCATION:   219 Washington Avenue / Old Ocean Springs Historic District 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: A Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a six-foot tall 

privacy fence. 

 

DATE OF APPLICATION:  January 18, 2024 

 

PUBLIC MEETING:  Historic Preservation Commission / Thursday, March 14, 2024/6 p.m. 

 

 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: 
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COA CONSIDERATIONS:   

▪ The house was built in 1950 and remodeled in 1970, according to the MS Dept. of Archives and 
History database.  

▪ The applicant proposes to install a six-foot tall white vinyl privacy fence along approx. 20 feet of the 
south property line as a screen. The fence is to replace an existing 4 ft. tall chain link fence. A photo 
of the proposed fence material is attached. 

▪ The owner has also provided a photo of a six-foot wood fence as an alternative material. 
 
FINDINGS: 
▪ The Historic District Guidelines note that backyard privacy fences are acceptable. These should not 

extend forward of the centerline of the house and are best kept behind the rear of the building. 

▪ The proposed fence is on the side (south) property line so is consistent with the Historic district 
recommendations. 

 

CONCLUSION: 
▪ The location of the proposed vinyl fence is consistent with the Historic District Guidelines. 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a 6-foot vinyl 
fence at  219 Washington Avenue, as described in the application. 
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PROPOSED 6-FT. VINYL FENCE 
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FENCE LOCATION: 
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ALTERNATIVE FENCE – 6 FT. WOOD 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1800  
OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 
MEETING DATE: March 16, 2024 
 
APPLICANTS: Plaid Properties, LLC 
   
REQUESTED ACTION: Approval of a free-standing sign 
 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  November 30, 2021 
 
LOCATION: 424 Washington Avenue; Parcel Identification: 60137526.000 
 
ADJACENT ZONING/LAND USE:   
 Subject Property:   CMX-2, Community Commercial District; Springs Hotel 

 North  across Joseph Street, CMX-2 District, Community Commercial / Mixed Use 
District; Walter Anderson Museum; 

 East: R-2, Single Family Residential District; single-family dwelling; 

 West across Washington Avenue, R-1, Single-family Residential District; single-family 
dwellings and St. Alphonsus Catholic Church; 

 South: R-1, Single-family Residential District; one single-family dwelling. 
 
VICINITY 
` 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST: 
The sign is double-sided, with 13.3 sq. ft. per face (8 ft. x 1.67 ft.). It surrounds, but is not attached to, an 
existing utility pole. Photos of the sign are attached. 
 
FINDINGS: 

▪ The Unified Development Code (UDC) on signs: Within historic districts, the appearance, color, size, 
position, method of attachment, texture of materials and design of signs shall be in keeping with 
the collective characteristics of the structures located within the appropriate development zone;  

▪ The UDC sign regulations allow businesses in historic districts to have one sign with a maximum area 
based on the length of street frontage (12 sq. ft. of sign area per every 100 feet of street frontage). 
This property has 150 feet of street frontage, so is allowed a total of 18 sq. ft. of sign area. The 13.3 
sq. ft. of the Springs sign is within the allowed sign area regulations. 

 
STAFF CONCLUSION:   
▪ The proposed sign meets the UDC requirement for sign area for a business in a historic district. The 

HPC should determine if the sign’s appearance, color, size, position and design are in keeping with 
the Old Ocean Springs historic district and guidelines. 
 

 
PROPOSED MOTION:  Recommend approval of a free-standing sign at 424 Washington Ave. as 
described in the application. 
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CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

P.O BOX 1800, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS 39566-1800 

228-875-4415 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

- CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS REPORT - 

 

MEETING DATE:  Thursday, March 14, 2024/6pm 

 

APPLICANT(S):   Big Yella, LLC – Joe Cloyd 

 

CURRENT OWNER?  Yes   No  

If No-List Current Owner: NA 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct an 

addition to the east side of the building. 

 

DATE OF APPLICATION:  02/05/2024 

 

LOCATION: 604 Porter Street / Old Ocean Springs Historic District; PID 

#60137620.000 

 

CURRENT ZONING/LAND USE:  CMX-1, Neighborhood Commercial District; The Roost boutique hotel. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE REQUEST: 
▪ The addition is to create a sunroom dining area, food prep/pizza oven area and outdoor pool area 

bar. The addition will continue the Hardi-Board and Batten siding, Hardi-panel siding, metal roof and 
stainless steel cable railing that are used on the existing building. The addition’s appearance and 
materials are highlighted on the attached plans. 

COA CONSIDERATIONS/FINDINGS: 
▪ The proposed addition will maintain the appearance of the existing Roost building. 

STAFF CONCLUSION: The design and materials proposed for the addition are a continuation of the 
existing building. 
 

PROPOSED MOTION: To recommend approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for an addition to 

the east side of The Roost building at 604 Porter Ave. as described in the application and diagrams. 
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